
Recycling In Boonton Town

A Small Town With Big Heart for Recycling!



► Founded in 1747 – the village of Old Boonton was situated 1.5 miles downstream

► Supported by small farms and a healthy iron works industry powered by the Rockaway River, 

Old Boonton thrived producing iron products for the military during the Revolutionary War

► Named Boone-Town in 1761 by iron works owner David Ogdon, in honor of the Colony’s Royal 

Governor, Thomas Boone

► The building of the Morris Canal in 1825 bypassed Old Boonton causing its decline and the 

creation of current day Boonton upriver

► Late 1890’s–1902 the Jersey City Reservoir was created covering over Old Boonton and was the 

1st municipal water supply in the US to be chlorinated

A little about

Boonton’s History. . .



Movies + TV Shows filmed in Boonton



Boonton Recycling Program
- for Boonton residents

► 1987 – we picked up curbside and put in separate containers

► Glass, tin, aluminum, newspapers and plastic – very basic at the time

► 1995 – county took over, first separated, then comingled

► 2008 - Ordinances established to our current program

Acceptable Items Prohibited Items

- Scrap metal - Hazardous waste

- Antifreeze, waste oil, cooking oil, oil filters - Concrete

-Brush - Bricks

- Building materials – sheetrock, tile, toilets, tubs, wood - Blacktop

- Electronics - Dirt

- Grass - Tree stumps, large branches

- Rigid plastic

- Leaves

- Propane cylinders and fire extinguishers

- Batteries – rechargeable/dry cell batteries

- Tires



Additional Town Recycling Programs

► Fall Leaf Pickup – October, November and December

► Christmas Tree Pickup – throughout the month of January

► Senior Yard Waste Pickup – 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, May – October for our 

senior citizens unable to transport brush themselves

► Appliance Pickup – every Wednesday throughout the year with a purchased 

sticker

► Annual Spring Paper Shredding Day – with Gaeta



Where our recyclable materials go

Recyclable Material Materials Go To

Scrap metal Dublin

Antifreeze, waste oil, cooking oil, oil filters Lorco

Brush Dan Como

Building materials – sheetrock, tile, toilets, tubs, 

wood, etc.

Gaeta

Electronics Al’s Appliances

Grass MCMUA

Rigid plastic MCMUA

Leaves RER Supply

Propane cylinders – fire extinguishers Blue Rhino – Morris County Fire Academy

Batteries – rechargeable/dry cell batteries LI Industries

Tires Tyrex



How we get the word out regarding 

recycling

► Annual Recycling Mailer 

► Update mailer from NJDEP – prohibiting commercial vehicles from utilizing 

the recycling center

► Boonton.org website

► Message board at Town Hall

► Mobile electronic message boards when needed

► Newsletter

► Social media









MCMUA Collaborations

► This county meeting being held here in Boonton today

► Tag-it & Leave-it Program performed last summer throughout June 
and July 2024

► Educational a-frame signage for the Recycling Center provided

► Annual Boonton Carnival – educational signage and recycling 
dumpster provided

► Annual Boonton Day on Main St event – table with educational 
materials provided for the public

► Two (2) meetings with the environmental commission for the 
public – one on recycling and one on composting (Spring/Fall 2025)



MCMUA’s 

Curbside 

Recycling 

Inspections
Tag-it & Leave-it Campaign 



How Does it Work?
► Townwide recycling inspection of curbside setouts, 

► The town is divided into sections for complete coverage, 

with a different section inspected each collection day.

► On collection days, the Recycling Administration, the 

Municipal Recycling Coordinator, and their DPW staff work 

as a unified team alongside our curbside staff to ensure a 

comprehensive inspection process. 

► This includes inspecting curbside setouts of recyclables for 

non-compliance issues and good recycling practices. 

► Administration also inspects certain aspects of the 

contract, such as collection issues, compliance matters, 

education improvements, and safety concerns for our 

collection crews with the town. 

► Other matters outside the contract are also examined with 

the MRC, such as a business that may not be recycling 

within the municipality's confines for follow-up. 



What is Involved?
► Curbside recycling setouts containing unacceptable materials are tagged, and 

residents are provided information to explain the issue. However, tagged 
setouts are not collected.

► Households with well-prepared materials receive a “star recycler” door 
hanger as positive reinforcement for recycling correctly. 

► In addition to tagging setouts, the teams meet with generators, explaining 
the inspection campaign and offering educational information. 

► Most are receptive to our efforts and positively engage in the inspection 
process, correcting their setouts onsite and even waiting for us to inspect. 

► The most relevant items of contamination found during our inspections are:

► Recyclables in plastic bags and plastic film 

► Oversized and nonprogram-compliant recycling containers 

► Recyclables contaminated with trash and food waste

► Styrofoam and scrap metal

► Tied or bound recyclables 

► Hazardous waste



What is Achieved?

► The goal is to improve the quality of recyclables 

generated by the municipality. 

► Teach residents and businesses to recycle correctly, 

understand the recycling process, and reinvigorate 

interest in recycling. 

► This is done through inspections along with targeted 

multi-media information such as created press releases, 

social media posts, and website updates, resulting in 

considerable tangible success.















Boonton Town Metrics.
► Administration inspection efforts:

► 203 recycling setouts tagged and left curbside for non-collection.

► 37 recycling corrections were performed curbside with a generator 

following education.

► 58 locations were assessed for minor recycling errors. They were sent 

a good practices letter with follow-up education. 

► 32 locations were provided with a “Star Recycler” door hanger.

► Data from Recycle Coach: 

► The number of application users increased by 7% and were interested in 

furthering good recycling habits with the free program. 

► Interactions with the app increased by 9%, and those searches were for items 

marked out of compliance in curbside recycling setouts.



Boonton Town Results Example
► In general, recycling setouts were in decent shape with 

minor contamination and a handful with more significant 

problems. 

► This tells us our previous educational efforts and our 

curbside crews’ inspection efforts before our 

inspections have positively impacted the quality of 

recyclables set out by the municipality’s recycling 

generators.

► This is a significant improvement, as our curbside 

crews reported over a year ago that the town had a 

significant amount of contaminated recycling. 



THANK YOU!

► Contact Information:

Bob Ezzi, Superintendent of Public Works

bezzi@boonton.org

973-402-9460

Joan Santucci, Secretary Public Works

jsantucci@boonton.org

973-402-9460
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