
Morris County 
Municipal Recycling Coordinators 

Workshop
June 24, 2026

3rd Meeting of 2026



This meeting has been approved for 

• CRP Credits: 2 Classroom
• CPWM Credits: 2 Government (DLGS Course #18094)
• NJ Public Health Continuing Education Contact Hours: 

2 (CEs)

Attendees are required to stay for the entire meeting. 

PowerPoints will be posted on the MCMUA website: 
https://mcmua.com/sw_recy_mrc.asp.



Agenda
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Welcome & Introduction
Anthony Marrone, MCMUA District Recycling Coordinator

Terracycle Overview & Updates 
Eric Ascalon, Terracyle Global Director of Community Affairs & Strategic

Greenchip Virtual Tour 
Chris Kaasman, Greenchip VP of Compliance

Open Forum Session
Anthony Marrone, MCMUA District Recycling Coordinator

Meeting Wrap-Up & Reminders 
Anthony Marrone, MCMUA District Recycling Coordinator



Introduction & 
Program Updates

Anthony Marrone, MCMUA
District Recycling Coordinator



NJDEP Municipal Tonnage Grant 
Reporting Resubmissions

 June 15 was the resubmission date for your MTG reports to the NJDEP.

 Thank you for filling out and resubmitting your revised tonnage reports.

 38 towns successfully resubmitted their reports, 10 more than last year.

 ONLY 1 town did not resubmit its report.

Please remember that the recycling data the NJDEP collects plays a crucial role in determining your

municipality's Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) and Total Recycling percentage goals, which are at

least 50% and 60%, respectively.

This data also influences the amount of your municipal tonnage grant award based on the applicable

rate table for that year.

Additionally, it contributes to our overall county totals, which we also need to adhere to.



MTG REPORT RESUBMISSIONS Continued…



2026 MCMUA Recycling Mini-Grant Program for Environmental Commissions 

MCMUA is offering mini-grants of up to 
$1,500 to four Morris County Environmental 
Commissions for recycling and waste-
prevention projects due BY JUNE 30

• Grants can fund part or the entire project

• Proposals must be approved in writing by 
the MRC and Mayor or Township 
Administrator/Manager before submission

•
• Each project must have a designated 

Environmental Commission member as the 
leader and point of contact. 

• If there's no Environmental 
Commission, another suitable 
municipal committee may apply

• Grant packets emailed to the Municipal 
clerk to be forwarded to the EC point of 
contact, MRC, and Mayor/Town 
Administrator/Manager by the end of next 
week. 

• If interested, please email 
mchavanne@co.moris.nj.us for the mini-
grant information 



MCMUA Summer Newsletter



Max Levitt
Founder & President | GearGive

 max@geargive.com
 (301) 818-1314
 www.geargive.com
 Turning sports gear into funding for youth sports

Sporting Goods Recycling Company - GearGive



MRC Inspections



Terracycle 
Overview & 

Updates

Eric Ascalon, Terracycle Global 
Director of Community Affairs & 

Strategic Partnerships



Terracycle 
Presentation

Join from the meeting link

https://morriscountynj.webex.com
/morriscountynj/j.php?MTID=m0f35
63d36227512d559cde8ba54d98d3

Join by meeting number

Meeting number (access code): 
2344 009 6465

Meeting password: auDCz8RYi82



GreenChip
Virtual Tour

Chris Kaasmann

GreenChip Recycling

VP Compliance



GreenChip 
Virtual Tour

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8800123
0944?pwd=a1V5uySQU5Z9f6kjyh91SAV
muBpWyH.1

Meeting chat link
https://us06web.zoom.us/launch/jc/
88001230944

Meeting ID: 880 0123 0944
Passcode: 128381



Open Forum 
Session

Anthony Marrone, MCMUA
District Recycling Coordinator



MCMUA Role 
with 
Municipalities

Provide services, guidance, and support that help towns 
meet environmental and waste management requirements

 Assisting municipalities with recycling programs and 
compliance

 Reviewing annual municipal tonnage reports 

 Assisting towns qualify for state recycling grant 
funding

 Providing public education and outreach materials 
about recycling and waste reduction

 Offering training and support to MRC’s

 Coordinating county-wide programs such as HHW 
collection events, composting initiatives, and Clean 
Communities events

 Monitoring recycling participation and 
contamination through outreach and inspections

 Serving as a resource for municipalities on recycling 
best practices and regulations



MRC Role and 
Responsibilities

For the Municipal Recycling Coordinator



Tackling Food Waste in 
Morris County 



Why Focus on 
Food Waste?

 Up to 40% of the U.S. food supply goes uneaten, 
making food waste on of the largest environmental 
and economic challenges we face. 

 24% of landfilled MSW and 22% of combusted 
MSW

 16% of U.S. cropland used to grow food that is 
never eaten in the U.S. 

 More freshwater use than 50 million American 
households

 Massive inputs of fertilizers, pesticides, and 
energy (2% of total U.S. energy consumption)

 About 25% of North American greenhouse gas 
emissions across the food system

 58% of methane emissions from landfills

 An estimated $382 billion in the U.S. ($1 
trillion globally)

 Significant packaging waste and associated 
environmental impacts



New Jersey Food Waste Legislation

2017

Food Waste 
Reduction Act 

(N.J.S.A. 13:1E-226 et seq.) 

Established goal to 
reduce the amount of 
food waste generated 

annually by 50% by 
2030. 

Commissioned the 
Food Waste Reduction 
Plan published in 2023.

2020

Food Waste 
Recycling and Food 

Waste to Energy 
Production Act                   

(NJSA 13:1E-99.122)

Generators who 
generate an average 

projected volume of 52 
tons of food waste or 
more per year must 
source separate and 
recycle food waste if 

they are within 25 road 
miles of a food waste 

recycling facility. 

2023

School Food Waste 
Recycling Law                  

(N.J.S.A. 13:1E-99.115a) 

Schools may collect 
food scraps for in-

vessel composting and 
anaerobic digestion. 

Allows schools to 
transport material to 

other schools with such 
a system.

2026

County Planning 
Food Waste 

Reduction Law 
(S2464/A2090)           

SWMDs must amend 
SWMPs to include 

strategies to reduce 
food waste by at least 
50% by 2035, compared 

to 2022, within 2 
years. 

Commissions the NJDEP 
to release guidance for 
SWMD within 180 days 

(by July 2026). 

Requires the NJDEP to 
develop a tiered 

regulatory structure for 
open-air composting. 

2026

Food Waste 
Reduction at NJ 

Colleges and 
Universities   

(S3889/A5387)

Higher-education 
institutions must 

implement a food-
waste reduction 

program and submit 
annual reports 

detailing surplus food 
donations and 

composting efforts.

2026

Community 
Gardens On-Site 

Composting 
Exemption      

(pending) 

Exempts community 
gardens operating on-

site composting 
systems or other 

organics management 
systems from certain 
DEP permits under 
certain conditions. 



2026 Food Waste Law

⮚ Introduced as bill S2464/A2090 

⮚ Signed January 12, 2026  

⮚ P.L.2025, c.228 

AN ACT concerning the reduction of food waste and supplementing P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1 et seq.).

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. a. No later than two years after the effective date of this section, each solid waste management
district in the State shall develop and implement a strategy for reducing, by the year 2035, the amount
of food waste generated annually in the district by at least 50 percent of the amount which was
generated in the year 2022. The strategy shall be adopted as an amendment to the district solid waste
management plan required pursuant to the "Solid Waste Management Act," P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1
et seq.), or pursuant to an administrative action by the solid waste management district authorized
pursuant to rules and regulations adopted for that purpose, and shall be subject to the approval of the
department. Any increase in the amount of perishable food donated for human consumption, as well as
any increase in the amount of food waste composted or anaerobically digested, shall count toward the
food waste reduction target established pursuant to this subsection.

b. No later than 180 days after the effective date of this section, the department shall develop, and
publish on its Internet website, a list of measures solid waste management districts can take in order to
achieve the food waste reduction requirement established in subsection a. of this section. Such
measures shall include, but need not be limited to, measures to increase the donation of surplus edible
food, the source separation and recycling of food waste, the composting and anaerobic digestion of
food waste and other food waste diversion methods that also reduce methane emissions, and public
awareness campaigns.

c. The department shall adopt rules and regulations, in accordance with the "Administrative
Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), to create a tiered regulatory structure for
composting facilities, pursuant to the "Solid Waste Management Act," P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1 et seq.),
in order to facilitate the use of organic waste recycling facilities in the State.

d. As used in this section, "food waste" means any food-derived organic waste that is disposed of in
a landfill, including, but not limited to, edible food, food scraps generated by a consumer after the
generator issues or sells food to the consumer, food processing waste, food processing residue
generated from processing and packaging operations, overripe or spoiled produce, trimmings from
food, food product over-runs, soiled and unrecyclable paper, and used cooking fats, oil, and grease.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.



What this means…

Section 1a
 Within two years, Each 

County/District must develop and 
implement a strategy for reducing 
food waste by 50% by 2035 using 
the base year of 2022. 

 The strategy must be adopted as 
an amendment to the Solid Waste 
Management Plan of each District. 

Section 1b

 The DEP has six months to develop and 
publish online a list of measures that 
Districts can take to achieve the food 
waste reduction target of 50%. 

 NJDEP guidance anticipated July 2026, 
which includes:

 Food waste management planning 
guidance and toolkit

 New Jersey specific estimation tool 

 Rutgers and NJCC County guidance for 
developing food waste management 
strategies 



What this means…

Section 1c
 The DEP will adopt rules and 

regulations to create a tiered 
regulatory structure for composting 

 No deadline indicated

Section 1d

 Food waste includes ANY food 
derived organic waste

Section 2

“This act shall take effect 
immediately”



Long Term Steps for Morris County
1. Determine initial baseline of how much food waste is being recycled 

2. Calculate food waste reduction goal in tons 



Long Term Steps for Morris County

Calculate food waste reduction goal in 
tons 

 New Jersey Food Waste Reduction Act 50x30 
Report suggests 19% of New Jersey’s MSW is 
comprised of food waste

 2022 Morris County MSW = 303,456.52 tons 

 19% of 303,456.62 = 57,656.76 tons of Food Waste 
disposed in 2022

 Determine 50% goal: 57,656.76 tons / 2 =

28,828 tons, or 58 million pounds



Long Term Steps for Morris County



Long Term Steps for Morris County
1. Determine initial baseline of how much food waste is being recycled 

2. Calculate food waste reduction goal in tons 

Currently 28,828 tons, or 58 million pounds 

3. Use NJDEP, Rutgers, and NJCC guidance documents to amend the Morris County SWMP to 
outline 50% Food Waste Reduction strategy by 2035

4. Begin implementing Food Waste Reduction Strategies as outlines in amended SWMP by 2030

5. In the meantime, beginning to work on educational initiatives throughout the year where able



Goals for Municipalities 
 Improve Tonnage Reporting efforts on Food Waste for better documentation by reaching as 

many Food Waste Generators as possible 

 NEW NJDEP Food Waste Reduction Map

 Emphasize importance of Food Waste Reduction efforts in this years’ generator notifications

 Incorporate Food Waste education where able 

 Flyers, Website, Outreach Events, Promotional Items, etc. 

 Couple educational efforts with existing programs 

 Home composting education 

 Consider beginning Food Waste recycling initiatives at the municipal level

 Food waste residential drop-off boxes

 Donation programs 

 School Food Waste Initiatives 



2023 REA Rate Table 

Food Waste is the easiest way 
for municipalities to improve 
their recycling grant award 

amount due to the high band 
value per ton 



Food Waste Tonnage Reporting Example 
 Both reports were received by the MUA: Natural 

Upcycling LLC, Trenton Renewables Power. 

 The Natural Upcycling report required further 
investigation. 

 The end destination was Trenton Renewables Power, but 
it was not on their report. 
 This situation highlights the importance of obtaining multiple reports, even 

when in theory they may be double reporting, because not all reports may be 
complete or accurate. Is this is reporting issue by the hauler or the facility? 

 Highlights the importance of asking questions!



Recycle + Reuse through Donation
 Municipalities are set up to measure recycling through tonnage grant reporting. 

 New law states donations also count towards the reduction target
 How to measure donation if it’s not on a report or cataloged? 

 i.e, 1 pallet of food, 1 truck of food, 1 box of food, 1 shopping cart, etc. 
 How much does it weigh, if it’s not tracked at the source? Did it become waste at the receiving 

location after sorting?  Are all donations representative of diverting excess or are they simply 
donations?

 Note:50% MSW recycling goal vs. 50% MSW food waste reduction through recycling/donation
 Two are different but can help each other in the long run.  

MSW 
Recycling 
(50% goal)

Food Waste
Reduction

 (50% goal)

Food 
Waste 

Recycling



NEW NJDEP Food Waste Reduction Map

NJDEP NJ Food Waste Reduction



MCMUA Food 
Donation 
Webpage
Food Donation – MCMUA News



2023 County  
Municipal 

Recycling and 
Grant Payout 

Statistics

https://dep.nj.gov/dshw/rh
wm/statistics/



Recycling County Rates



Comparing to 2022 rates

 Morris County MSW and Total % Recycling decreased by 1%

 Comparatively, all of NJ reported lower recycling 

 Due to thorough reporting, Morris County rates remained relatively stable 

 Morris County is tied for 3rd highest MSW 



Recycling Municipal Rates 2023



Recycling Municipal Rates 2023



Recycling Municipal Rates



Recycling Municipal Rates



Grants Payout Rates 2023



Grants Payout Rates 2022



MCMUA Live 
Website 
Demonstration

 MCMUA Home



What is Everyone Else 
Working On?



Topics for Discussion…
• Topic #1 - 



Recycling 
Jeopardy 

Break out into 4 groups. 

AC1



Slide 46

AC1 Free quiz game?
Clenord, Ashleigh, 2026-06-17T19:05:27.196



QUESTIONS?



SURPRISE 
Municipal Recycling Awards



Awards for achieving the 50% 
Municipal Recycling Goal
Boonton Town 
Chatham Borough 
Chatham Township
Hanover Township
Jefferson Township
Lincoln Park

Mine Hill
Morris Township
Netcong 
Randolph 
Riverdale 
Wharton 



Awards for Most Improved 
Municipal Recycling Rate

Mine Hill (35% Increase)
Long Hill (27% Increase)
Rockaway Township (27% Increase)



Completion of CRP 
Certification

Michelle Chavanne 
Erik Gore
Stephanie Rheinhardt
Courtney Sartain



Morris County’s 
Star Recyclers

Boonton Township
Butler 
Chester Borough 
Chester Township
Denville 
Dover
East Hanover 
Florham Park 
Harding 
Kinnelon 
Long Hill

Madison 
Mendham Borough 
Mendham Township 
Montville 
Morris Plains 
Morristown 
Mount Arlington 
Mount Olive 
Mountain Lakes 
Parsippany Troy-Hills 
Pequannock 

Rockaway Borough 
Rockaway Township
Roxbury 
Victory Gardens
Washington Township



Meeting Wrap-Up and Final 
Remarks



Wednesday, September 16: Annual Clean 
Communities Meeting (Kean Skylands)

Wednesday, September 23: 4th MRC Meeting, 
5-County Meeting (NJSEA Meadowlands)

Thursday, October 22*: 5th MRC meeting, MCMUA Facility Tour (Mount Olive 
Transfer Station, HHW Facility, & Mount Olive Vegetative Waste Recycling Facility 
Review of Operations and Site Education)
(Date changed from Wednesday, October 21)

Save the Dates



Reminders

Please send your municipality’s 2026 
Recycling Notifications to the MCMUA. They 
can be emailed to 
mchavanne@co.morris.nj.us or mailed to 
MCMUA, 370 Richard Mine Road, Wharton, NJ 
07885.

Please send your municipality’s 2026 
Recycling Notifications to the MCMUA. They 
can be emailed to 
mchavanne@co.morris.nj.us or mailed to 
MCMUA, 370 Richard Mine Road, Wharton, NJ 
07885.

To schedule an in-person facility tour of 
Republic Services, please reach out to 
Michelle at mchavanne@co.morris.nj.us. 
Tours are on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month, from April to November. 

To schedule an in-person facility tour of 
Republic Services, please reach out to 
Michelle at mchavanne@co.morris.nj.us. 
Tours are on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month, from April to November. 



MCMUA Contacts
Larry Gindoff, Executive Director

James Deacon, Solid Waste Coordinator

Solid Waste Planning Division: 
• Anthony Marrone, District Recycling Coordinator
• Michelle Chavanne, Clean Communities Coordinator & Recycling Specialist 
• Sophia Civitella, Environmental Education & Program Assistant
• Ashleigh Clenord, Recycling Outreach Coordinator & Program Assistant

Solid Waste Operations Division:
• Mike Nunn, Assistant Operations Manager
• Steve Adams, Hazardous and Vegetative Waste Manager
• Amanda Kearns, Environmental Educator & Assistant Recycling Specialist

Website:  www.MCMUA.com/contacts.asp


